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Women’s basketball bench makes
a huge impact this season.
-Check out page 10 for the full story

Scene

Wh o dunni t?
Students work together to solve
a murde r mos t f oul
By Tai Jackson
Staff Reporter

The guests walked into Mr. Boddy’s
beautiful mansion and assembled in
the gathering hall. Mr. Boddy’s butler
warmly welcomed guests into the mansion and began to explain the various
rooms in the house.
As he spoke, the lights suddenly went
out and a loud scream reverberated
through the room; a sense of panic ﬁlled
the room.
Once the lights came back on, the
guests were frightened at the sight of Mr.
Boddy’s lifeless body laying on the ﬂoor.
The butler ran over, checked for a pulse,
then declared, “Mr. Boddy is dead. He’s
been murdered.”
The SURC Ballroom ﬁlled with about
35 people, or the “guests,” who came to
play the murder mystery game based on
Clue on Wednesday, Feb. 21.
The only diﬀerence was that this game

was set up with people instead of game
pieces and a board. Ballroom C was divided into seven diﬀerent sections, each
representing a diﬀerent room in Mr. Boddy’s mansion.
There was the library, ballroom, study,
observatory, kitchen, dining room, and
the common hall where everyone started.
Just like the board game, each section had a student who played one of
the characters.
There was Mrs. Green, Professor
Plum, Mrs. White, Colonel Mustard,
Miss Scarlet, and Mrs. Peacock.
The guests were broken in teams of
four to eight and talked amongst themselves to ﬁgure out their game plan. The
students running the event also got into
character. Every character in the game
had their own group.
- See “Mystery” pages 6 - 7

Xander Fu/The Observer

Professor Plum’s team was given purple bowties to set them apart as they worked to solve the mystery.

News

Fe d e r a l c u t s c o u l d m e a n m o re
student debt
By Jack Belcher

News Senior Reporter
A new proposal by the federal government outlines a plan to cut $3.6 billion in
annual funding from the U.S. Department
of Education, according to a report by the
Washington Post. The cuts could increase
students’ cost of education by more than
$200 billion over the next decade, according to Provost Katherine Frank.
“As we consider the potential impact of
these cuts, it is critical to recall that America’s commitment to public education has
made us the world’s leader in innovation
and prosperity,” Frank said in a statement.
The proposal includes a plan to combine multiple income-driven repayment
plans (IDR) into a single plan. This plan
by itself cuts nearly $130 billion from the
U.S. Department of Education.
It will also increase the amounthow
much both undergraduate and graduate
students have to pay each month by 12.5
percent of their income, while also shortening the payment period to 15 years for
undergraduates. Graduate students however would have their repayment period
increased to 30 years.
“At a time, when millions of students are
struggling under the crushing burden of
student debt, it speaks volumes that Presi-
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dent Trump and Secretary Betsy DeVos are
proposing $200 billion in cuts to ﬁnancial
aid. This is a complete 180 from the agreement Republicans and Democrats made
last week,” Senator Patty Murray, ranking
Democrat on the Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee, said in a
statement to the Washington Post.
The justiﬁcation stated in the budget
as to why the IDRs are to be consolidat-

ed is to simplify the process.
“In recent years, IDR plans, which oﬀer
student borrowers the option of making
aﬀordable monthly payments based on
factors such as income and family size,
have grown in popularity. However, the
numerous IDR plans currently oﬀered to
borrowers overly complicate choosing and
enrolling in the right plan,” the budgeting
plan stated.

PSU professor
talks on queer
studies
By Nicholas Tucker
Staff Reporter

When one thinks of LGBTQ rights, they
often think of events such as the pride parades seen in places like Seattle, San Francisco, and New York. The general public
doesn’t usually see rural communities as
having a thriving LGBTQ community.
Miriam Abelson, assistant professor of
women’s gender and sexuality studies at
Portland State University, discussed her
research on these topics last Wednesday,
Feb. 28 at 5 p.m. in Black Hall 151.
In her book “Men in Place: Contemporary Context of Race, Sexuality, and
Trans-Masculinities,” Abelson researched
the experiences of rural LGBTQ people,
which showed that commonly -held perceptions about the lives and experiences
of these people are sometimes untrue.
“We have ideas that LGBTQ people
can only live in large cities or that they can
only be happy if they move to larger cities.
LGBTQ people do live and even thrive in
rural places,” Abelson said.

- See “Country” page 4

2

OBSERVER

Mar ch 1 - Mar ch 7, 2 018

cwuobser ver.com

NEWS

EDITOR: ERIC ROSANE news@cwuobserver.com

Observation

EVERGREEN SCENE

G

Photo Illustration by Jack Lambert and Yessy Gonzalez

Seattle will join other cities, such as San Francisco, in dismissing thousands of marijuana misdemeanors issued before it was legalized.

Cities to dismiss marijuana misdemeanors
By Observer Staff
When you have committed a crime that is no longer a crime, should it still
hold you back from job
opportunities, education
and housing? Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan and Seattle’s City Attor ney Pete
Holmes do not think so.
On Feb. 8, Seattle’s mayor and attorney announced
that the court will dismiss
convictions and dismiss
marijuana
misdemeanor
charges to those that were
prosecuted before it was legalized in Washington state
in 2012.
In Washington, there
was a large increase in
marijuana-possession arrests between 1986 and
2010,
increasing
from
4,000 arrests per year to
11,000 arrests per year,
according to a report from
The Seattle Times.
Within that period there
were 240,000 total arrests.
Of those arrests, African
Americans were three times

more likely to be convicted
of marijuana crimes.
Durkan began her career
working in Seattle’s Municipal Court and what she calls
the “war on drugs” has been
one of her passions ever since.
By moving back and vacating misdemeanor marijuana possessions, it “is
really a necessary step to
right the wrongs” of the affected communities of color, Durkan said in an interview with NPR.
As Durkan makes the
argument to “right the
wrongs,” there are some
people, such as Under
Sheriff Clayton Myers of
the Kittitas County Sheriff ’s Department, who do
not agree that the move to
vacate these crimes is right.
Myers has expressed that
he disagrees with vacating the
crimes before 2012 because
at the time the laws stated
that having under 40 grams
was a misdemeanor charge.
He expressed that although
times have changed, and laws
change with them, before 2012
marijuana was illegal in Wash-

ington state and people knew
what they would face if getting
in trouble.
“What the Mayor of Seattle is trying to do with dismissing charges is diluting
our criminal justice system,”
Myers said. “Our criminal
justice system is already diluted enough, if they broke
the law before marijuana
was legal they should still
have the charges.”
Durkan is not the only
one progressing towards
this move. Weeks prior to
her announcement, the city
of San Francisco had dismissed around 3,000 misdemeanor marijuana charges
and would consider reducing 4,900 felony marijuana charges. California and
Washington are two states
which continue to work
break barriers in the marijuana industry.
Although dismissing these
charges may not make right
all of the expenses and
court ordered duties people
may have gone through, it
could pave a way to make
life just a bit easier for some.

uys, it has been snowing
and I hate it. I hate snow, it’s
irritating and gets everywhere
(ooooh Star Wars deep cut).
Sorry to all the people who like
the snow and think it’s beautiful. But snow makes it hard
to do anything other than sit
at home, snuggle under a blanket and watch Netflix. Luckily, the snow has decided not
to stick, but because I like to
keep things fun I am going to
tell you about a thing you can
enjoy while the snow comes
down (against my wishes).
As many of my friends may
know, I am a huge nerd and
part of that nerdiness includes
playing a lot of Dungeons and
Dragons (D&D)—at least as
much as I can. If you don’t
know what D&D is, check out
Pulse Magazine’s article about
CWU’s D&D Club. Basically, it is a tabletop role playing
game (RPG) where players
are guided through quests and
complete challenges.
To fill up my time between
sessions I like to re-listen to a
popular real-play D&D podcast
known as The Adventure Zone.
This podcast features three
brothers and their dad who play
D&D together and share goofs
while they do it. Right now they
have over 70 episodes on Google Play Music and they are still
producing content.
I love this podcast because I
started listening to it when I was
really getting into D&D and I
wanted to get more of it. My
boyfriend got me hooked on
it and I have been listening to
it ever since. Even if you don’t
know anything about D&D,
this podcast will fit you because
when they first started playing,
most of them only had a brief
knowledge of the game.
Part of the reason that I love
listening to this podcast is because the jokes that they tell are
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“

all improvised and they are really
mindful of their audience. Some
of the jokes that they make are a
little controversial, but they are
extremely open to people of all
cultures. They have fans from
all communities; according to
them, some fans have said that
they listen to the show because
it helps them escape from problems they face in real life.
I don’t want to sound like I
am just promoting the show,
though I am a little bit, but I really think that this show really is
a type of escape. Even though
there are lots of goofs and the
goofs are great, there are also
some real serious moments.
One of the characters has to
deal with his wife being killed
and another has to deal with
his sister being erased from
his memory. I genuinely feel a
connection with the characters
which may seem cheesy but I
love watching them develop
and it is super relatable at times.
Two of the non-player characters (NPCs) are in a relationship
but they are separated and one
of them spends countless lives
trying to find his lost love.
If you love D&D, or even if
you don’t, I highly recommend
this podcast because it will
change your life. It is a great
thing to listen to, to pass the time
but you will also experience a lot
of laughs and maybe some tears
along the way. Maybe you will
find that you love the game and
want to start playing, I know
that both my brother and I both
want to start being Dungeon
Masters because of this. So go
check it out on iTunes, Google
Play or on their website.
Have a great week everyone!
Signed, Sarah J. Hoot
Editor in Chief

Quote of the Week

I was completely at peace within
my hate.

”

-Sammy Rangel, founder of Life After Hate. Page 4.

Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which
student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold;

Corrections for the Feb. 22 Issue:

Copy Desk Chief
Alexa Murdock copydesk@cwuobserver.com On Page 4, a quote by History Professor Daniel
Photography Editor
Jack Lambert lambertja@cwu.edu

Deck

Herman should have conveyed that he believed that
professional colleges could potentially control.
See his letter on Page 5 for more information.

On Page 8, Tabitha Zimny’s name was misspelled
in a cutline.

to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate,
dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the
free debate of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the best
source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the
Observer is the practical application of the theories and principles of journalism. It teaches
students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of the
community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values, and skills
needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963 -1073 or e-mail
us at cwuobserver@gmail.com

OBSERVER

Mar ch 1 - Mar ch 7, 2 018 cwuobser ver.com

NEWS

EDITOR: ERIC ROSANE

ASCWU ELECTION CENTRAL

3

news@cwuobserver.com

Tweets From
The Streets
Thoughts from our
Wildcats

Former Boeing executive joins CWU BOT
By Eric Rosane
News Editor

For former Boeing Chief Executive Ofﬁcer Ray Conner, retirement means anything but a lack of work and sleeping in
past 11. Despite
his
retirement
from Boeing last
December, he’s
staying busy.
Conner was appointed to serve
a six-year term
with the CWU
Board of Trustees
(BOT) last ThursCourtesy of CWU
day, Feb. 22 by
Governor Jay Inslee following the end of
former Alaskan Airlines Executive Glenn
Johnson’s term.
Having retired from Boeing last December, and having lived in his ﬁrst house in
Bellevue for over 33 years, Conner said
that he’s not planning on going anywhere.
Conner, a CWU graduate, has spent 40
years with Boeing. He worked his way up
from a small-time mechanic to vice chairman of the Boeing company and chief
executive oﬃcer at Boeing Commercial
Airlines, according to a CWU press release.
After graduating with his bachelor’s in
health sciences, Conner took a student
teaching role at Ellensburg High School.

There, he helped teach biology and Conner said that he sees the importance
Conner and his wife, Katie, donated
coached the freshmen football team for in programs such as aviation and educa- $300,000 in 2015 to a CWU scholarone quarter.
tion. He hopes that his contribution as a ship fund that rewards students pursuConner began working at Boeing in member of BOT will help provide stu- ing degrees in science, technology, engi1977. In 1978, after working at Ellensburg dents an education that prepares them neering and math, according to a CWU
High School, Conner found himself work- for their profession.
press release.
ing that summer at an Alaskan ﬁshery be- “I’ve been a spokesman down in OlymIn recognition of Conner’s retirement,
fore returning to work at Boeing. He said pia, with reference to what the university Boeing will be donating a larger sum to
that he thought it was a great opportunity has wanted to do,” Conner said. “I feel that scholarship fund over the next few
to learn more about what he wanted to do. very honored to be apart of [the board]. I years, according to Conner.
“What I realized when I went to Boeing is want to do a really good job for not only
Conner will begin his orientation
that you can be whatever you want,” Con- the university, but for the students and fac- with the BOT on March 9, which will
ner said. “It’s like a city within a city.”
ulty that we’re serving.”
include a visit to the Ellensburg campus.
Conner said that in those early years after graduation he was still trying to ﬁgure
out what he wanted to do as a career, having decided to not pursue education.
From a mechanic, to being the general
manager of the 777 program, to being the
head of sales, Conner’s story of climbing
the ladder from a mechanic to an executive
is something no one else has done within
the company.
According to Conner, he has held
around 10 positions with Boeing.
Conner graduated from CWU in the
spring of 1979, and he looks back on his
Nominations due March 10
time at CWU with fond memories. He
took time oﬀ of his job at Boeing in 1977
Do you know a student, faculty,
to ﬁnish his degree.
staff, alumnus, or community
“It was fun. I had a lot of friends there,”
member committed to diversity?
Conner said. “Not a lot of people appreciSubmit a nomination at Submit a
nomination at cwu.edu/diversity-awards
ate it, being in a small college town. Other
places might not appreciate that as much”
CWU is an EEO/AA//Title IX Institution. For accommodation email: DS@cwu.edu.
Looking at the programs at CWU,

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
4th Annual CWU Diversity Awards
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No more hate
Founder of anti-hate organization recounts his
extremist past and what lead him to safety

Xander Fu/The Observer

Life After Hate founder Sammy Rangel speaks to a large crowd of community members in the SURC Ballroom.

By Jewels McClure

Staff Reporter

Sammy Rangel went from an abusive
household to foster homes and group
homes until he fully self-destructed and
ended up in prison. In front of a large
crowd in the Student Union and Recreation Center Ballroom last Thursday,
Feb. 22, Rangel disclosed the story that
lead him to where he was now. Even in
his early years when there were obvious
signs of neglect and abuse at home, no
one in his world asked questions about
his home life.
Rangel, founder of Life After Hate
and author of “Fourbears: Myths of
Forgiveness,” was raised in an unhealthy
home environment with no positive role
models. Not a single person in his life
who had the power to change anything
reached out to him.. Within a week of

“

Hear out the other side in order to know how to infiltrate
and change the other side.

”

-Sammy Rangel, Founder of Life After Hate

leaving home, the then 11-year-old Rangel entered a gang. During the duration
of time that he was in this gang, he made
many mistakes that eventually led him to
prison.
Rangel got more time added to his
sentence during a racial riot that broke
out while he was in prison. As a person
of color, he found that the white supremacist inmates made up the majority of
the prison and caused conflicts, which is
what led to the riot. That was when the
months of prison time Rangel was facing
turned into years.
Hate became an every day emotion
for Rangel. He went from prison to
prison, due to his actions which were
fueled by hate.
Rangel eventually ended up in solitary confinement, or what he referred
to as “the basement,” where he was
strapped to a metal plate and fed dehydrated bread for many months. The
longer he was in prison, the more
inhumane and unconstitutional he

cwuobser ver.com

found each institution to be.
“I was completely at peace within my
hate,” Rangel said.
What turned Rangel’s hate into compassion was something very simple. One
day while he was in “the basement,” he
heard a sound that you never hear in
prison: a knock.
Following the knock came a man’s
voice that said, “I’d like to tell you a story.”
After mulling over the story for a few
days, Rangel realized that in all his years
he had never been told a story before. In
that moment, something clicked.
“No one is irredeemable or incorrigible,” Rangel said.
As a former extremist himself, Rangel
is passionate about changing the minds
of the alt-right by means of compassion
and open-mindedness.
“Hear out the other side in order to
know how to infiltrate and change the
other side,” Rangel said. “The way to
dismantle is to talk first. Step back and
try to understand what this person [and]
these groups are trying to communicate.”
Rangel founded Formers Anonymous,
a 12-step self-help program that helps
those who wish to exit a life of crime and
violence. He also has a program through
Life After Hate called “ExitUSA,” which
helps those involved in extremist groups
exit the group.
Rangel is currently working on the
project #WeCounterHate. This project
became possible when Possible, a Seattle
company, reached out to Life After Hate.
Social media makes spreading any
kind of message much easier than in
the past. Unfortunately, this also means
that it is much easier to spread hateful
messages.
“We gave hate the retweet button,”
Rangel said.
Using high tech computers, the program #WeCounterHate detects hate
posts on Twitter. Every time that the post
is retweeted, #WeCounterHate sends a
message that says a $1 donation will be
made to Life After Hate from the person
who tweeted the hateful words. The message usually either leads to the deletion
of the original tweet itself or stops people
from retweeting it.
“You can condemn an act without condemning a person,” Rangel said. “It is
not our job to determine whether someone is worthy or not.”

PSU professor looks at conditional impacts on LGBTQ
“Country” from page 1

Abelson explained that for many
LGBTQ people, fitting in lies more in
their race and how they present themselves than if they are LGBTQ. This,
in addition to whether or not they and
their families are a part of the local
community, means that for many people being LGBTQ isn’t the biggest part
of fitting into these rural areas.
“Rural places are under this larger
economic threat, so this actually leads
to some more inclusion in some cases,
such as when transgender people share
local values,” Abelson said.
For some LGBTQ people cities can
be more difficult places to live in, according to Abelson.

For some LGBTQ people,
cities can be a more difficult place to live, according to Dr. Abelson.
In the national survey, people living
in urban places report about the same
amount of violence and discrimination.
According to Abelson, part of that is
because someone living in a small
enough place knows most people, in-

cluding those who may be prejudiced
against LGBTQ people, making it easier to avoid them.
“In even more remote places, places
on the frontier, there’s actually more
accountability. In a town of 1000 vs
a town of 12000 you see those people
all of the time,”
Abelson said.
Abelson’s research has also
gone specifically into the roles
of men in places differing in
geography and
density.
While many
see the extremes Courtesy of Miriam Abelson
often portrayed
in stereotypical ideas of city men being weak and effeminate and rural men
being hyper-masculine and toxic, Abelson has found that in general, a sort of
in-between masculinity is generally the
most accepted.
While there are differences in how
men portray their masculinity, these
differences are mostly superficial.
“What I am trying to untangle is that
if men’s roles are changed. Some of
these changes are more on the surface,
as opposed to deep inequality. We still
see pretty persistent race, class, and
gender inequality, and we are looking
at how it is all connected to each other,”
Abelson said.

2018

Vote March 6
primary Election
Tuesday, March 6
Primary Election

vice president for

Online voting: 12:01 a.m. - 8 p.m.
https://ballot.votebuilder.net/cwu/
Onsite: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • SURC

clubs and
organizations

top two in the
primaries move on to
the general election
april 18, 2018

vice president for

equity and
community
affairs
vice president for

academic
affairs

Sponsored by ASCWU Elections

CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation contact
Office of Student Involvement at 509-963-1691 or email DS@cwu.edu
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State legislature
may vote this
week on student
press rights bill
By
Mariah
Valles

Online Editor

As of right now, high school
student journalists can be forced
to follow a “prior review” policy where school administrators
have the right to request to see
any student-bound media before
it is sent to press. In Washington,
administrators hold the power to
deem any article irrelevant, inappropriate, or unnecessary to be
in a student publication without
any extensive reasoning.
This all streamed from the 1988
Supreme Court case Hazelwood
versus Kuhlmeier, when students
at Hazelwood East High School
published articles about marriage
and teen pregnancy. The administration believed that those articles
did not belong in a high school
newspaper. The result of the case
was that administrators have the
right to oversee what is to be put
in student publications, as they

are the leaders of the school and
would be held responsible.
Since then, student journalists
and advisers have fought back and
13 states have put laws or regulations in place regarding the issue.
Administrators believe that
students want the power in order to publish “whatever they
want.” They believe that students only care about the matter,
and are ﬁghting for it so students
can write on marijuana and alcohol, and bully people. I’d like
to note that free speech granted
in the ﬁrst amendment does not
include hate speech. That and
a student publication can not
promote or write on topics that
their student population cannot
engage in (for example, high
school students cannot legally
drink alcohol...so it wouldn’t be
published in the paper).
Washington state Senate Bill
5064, regarding free speech for
student journalists, has had a
huge hold on my heart for the
past few years. This bill would
make prior review in Washing-

ton state essentially illegal, giving student editors the ﬁnal say
about publications.
I have testiﬁed on behalf of
this bill three times now, and I
will continue to do so until it is
passed. My high school, Auburn
High School, brought this bill
back on the table and it is humbling to say that I have been a
part of this whole experience.
Senator Joe Fain of Auburn,
visited my high school and ate
lunch with student editors including myself a few years back,
and the rest is history.
I’m also so lucky to have had
attended a school that did not
practice prior review. Because
of this, I was able to grow into
a strong young journalist who
refuses to be censored.
During my time at Auburn
High School, there was a strict
editorial policy that was in place.
First, no content would be published that the Auburn Reporter
or Seattle Times wouldn’t publish. If students weren’t sure,
we would call the publication

and ask ourselves. Second, no
one-sided story was published.
When talking about the editorial policy, I always bring up the
time when my adviser invited a
police oﬃcer to talk with a student who was reporting on police brutality.
I think that often times administrators who uphold prior
review don’t take student journalists seriously enough. With
all due respect, in high school
I knew more about journalism
laws and ethics than my principal at the time did.
This bill is so important in a day
and age where the media is constantly under attack. It’s crucial
for student journalists, especially
those still learning, to understand
what is right from wrong and I’m
here to tell you: Prior review is
wrong and does not happen in the
real world of journalism.
Student journalist or professional journalist, at the end of
the day… we are journalists and
deserve protections under the
ﬁrst amendment.

Afternoon classes mean no time for fun
By
Bryce
Jungquist

Staff Reporter

My dorm room is silent
and dark. The smell of freshly
brewed coﬀee engulfs the small
space. It’s coming from a black
mug on the nearby brown window sill. Grey and white sheets
are pushed halfway on top of
me. I check my phone: it’s noon.
As a college student, I thought
it would be a clever idea to take
classes this quarter in the late afternoon. The point of this was
so that I could have more time
to do the things I want to do and
be able to sleep in. What I’ve
learned is doing schoolwork late
at night sucks.
College students get to choose
their schedules every quarter.
Most of the time, they’re limited
to a few options. This becomes
more of a problem when someone is at the end of a major.
Most of the classes I’m taking

next quarter will be in the afternoon again.
I have class four days out of
the week. I wake up each day
at noon. After showering and
putting clothes on, I make a
cup of coﬀee. There isn’t time
to do anything else because I’m
meeting my girlfriend at 1 p.m.
Classes start an hour later and
last three hours. Most of the day
is gone by then and I haven’t
done anything yet.
When you get out of classes
late in the day, there is only so
much time until midnight. I still
need to go get dinner and work
on homework. This can take
several hours and sometimes
more. At 9 p.m. or 10 p.m.,
I’m getting close to being done.
I still haven’t had any time to
myself or for other activities I
wish to pursue.
Most weeks of mine consist of
working on homework. Waking
up in the afternoon follows me
everywhere. Once you have a
routine set in place, it’s diﬃcult
to change it. I wouldn’t know
how to switch things up right

now because I’m sure it would
create more problems.
Waking up early just means
that I’m pressured to work on
things the day they’re due instead of getting them completed
the night before.
During a creative writing class
last quarter, I wrote a non-ﬁction story for an assignment. It
ended up being a pissed-oﬀ rant
about staying up late one night
doing homework.
I ended citing the following
reference in the ﬁnal draft.
According to a page on WebMD.com, sleep plays a primary
role in your ability to learn and
think. If you don’t have enough
sleep, there are many ways it can
harm your cognitive processes.
I’m guessing many college
students have dealt with lack of
sleep. Studying for homework,
midterms and ﬁnals can take so
much time. Add that to an individual taking afternoon classes,
and I bet anyone would be really annoyed. You will stay up late
doing classwork or go to bed
early. Honestly, who wants to do

either of those things? I don’t.
Night owls must deal with
harsh realities like no food options available on campus at 1
a.m. Other fun activities include
being as quiet as possible, struggling to stay awake, not having
anyone to ask for help on classwork and waking up in time for
classes the next day.
Students should schedule
classes earlier in the day. No
one want to be doing homework
past 5 p.m. I don’t think I’ve ever
met anyone who is excited to be
working at night. At a certain
point, we all want to be doing
something completely diﬀerent
and fun! That includes going to
sleep at an early time as well.
When I get out of bed each
day, some college students are
already done with their classes
for the day. They’re onto doing
their homework while I’m listening to a lecture or heading
to meet my girlfriend between
classes. I suspect some may
think it would be easy to have an
equilibrium in all of this.
It’s not.

Letter
to the
Editor :
Gen Eds
I write to add context to Jack
Belcher’s article in the Observer,
“A Change in Requirements.”
As I argued in Faculty Senate,
the new General Education (GE)
program represents a radical departure from liberal arts tradition.
Since I’m familiar with the GE
“knowledge area” in which my
own course, U.S. History Since
1865, resides, I’ll use that knowledge area as example. In the
current “breadth area” to which
the new “knowledge area” corresponds, all 15 courses are taught
by faculty trained in American
social issues.
The new knowledge area,
like the current one, deals with
“historical and contemporary
… issues aﬀecting society” (presumably American society, since
another knowledge area covers
global issues), and yet it includes
not 15, but 28 courses, including
Principles of Marketing, Legal
Environment of Business, Library
Science, French and German.
Because GE is now “outcomes
driven,” the GE committee feels
obligated to approve all courses purporting to teach relevant
knowledge-area
outcomes,
whether or not those courses will
be taught by faculty trained explicitly and rigorously in American social issues.
Which disciplines focus on
social issues? History, sociology,
political science, and criminal
justice qualify, among others.
Though they may touch on social issues, marketing, business,
library science, French, and
German do not. The new GE,
in short, posits that a professor
trained in marketing can teach
social issues with the same expertise as a professor trained in
gender studies. It makes specialized training moot. It turns GE
into a jumble that will become
ever more amorphous. Are
those pedagogical principles
that should guide us?
As some chairs admit, moreover, departments shotgunned
courses into multiple knowledge
areas to guarantee GE-generated Student Credit Hours (SCH).
Whatever its virtues, CWU’s budget model—which asks units to
operate as SCH-driven enterprises—should not shape GE. True,
Provost Frank oﬀered to subvent
colleges that lose SCH, but her
oﬀer came after the departments
had submitted their courses.
The goal of multi-disciplinarity is noble. Achieving it
should neither subvert disciplinary expertise nor create
budget-driven pedagogy. The
new GE does both. At the
least, these concerns merited
extended debate. Sadly, they
were ignored.

Sincerely,

Daniel Herman
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“Mystery” from page 1

For example, Colonel Mustard’s
group was given dog tags to diﬀerentiate themselves from other groups.
Miss Scarlet’s team had red roses,
Mrs. White’s had dusters, Professor
Plum’s had purple bow ties, Mrs.
Green gave all her players green
beaded necklaces and Mrs. Peacock
gave her team peacock feathers.
The objective of the game was to
ﬁnd out who killed Mr. Boddy, what
room he was murdered in and what
weapon he was killed with. Each
group could move around and ask
each character a series of questions
to ﬁnd out clues about who killed
Mr. Boddy. The event was open to
the public.
Groups moved from character to
character every minute in clockwise
rotation until they could ﬁnally ﬁgure out what happened. In the end it
was Mrs. Scarlet’s team who ﬁgured
out how Mr. Boddy was killed. It
turned out that Mr. Boddy was killed
by Mrs. Peacock, with a candlestick
in the study.
The winning team consisted of
Kristina Alcaraz, a public health
major, Hayley Anthony a ﬁlm major,
Gracelyn Krause, a biology major,
Juliane Luna, undecided, and Jared
Medina, who is not a CWU student,
but friends with the other members.
They all agreed that the actual process of solving the crime was their favorite part of the entire event.
“This is my ﬁrst time going to one
of these events on campus and I
thought it was really cool. I’d come
back for sure,” Medina said.
This event was put on by Cam-
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pus Activities. Mia Patterson, student
event coordinator for Campus Activities, played the role of Miss. Scarlet,
who was also Mr. Boddy’s mistress.
Her team was the ones who ﬁgured out the murder by the end of the
game. She described her character as
sexy but also stuck-up.
Many of the other people who
played the various characters all
agreed they loved being able to be a
part of this event. According to them,
the most diﬃcult part was staying in
character and ﬁguring out a way to
represent their character to the best of
their ability.
“Getting to dress up, having my
own teams, and being able to give
each person a souvenir from my
team was probably the best part,”
Patterson said.
Citlali Mason, intern at Campus
Activities, was the one who organized and planned most of the event.
She was accompanied by Katelyn
Clavette, who helped Mason co-plan
the event. They explained that the
planning process for the event started
fall quarter.
They set up the event the day of
and it ran from around noon to about
6:30 p.m. During that time, they were
mainly getting the details all taken
care of so that the murder mystery
event would run smoothly.
“I was at home playing Clue and I
thought it [would be] fun to do something like a murder mystery party
since those are big right now and I
thought this would be a fun way to do
something fun and diﬀerent for students to enjoy,” Mason said.

Photos by Xander Fu
Illustration By Leo Andraca
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Ask

Dr. H

Dear Dr. H,
If I haven’t had sex in a long
time, can that cause any problems
when I get back to it?

Rich Villacres/ CWU

The student run vocal jazz group practices before a upcoming concert on March 4th in the McIntyre Music Building.

Music major vocalists
celebrate jazz
By Susie Chavez
Staff Reporter

CWU music major vocalists are preparing for a Vocal
Jazz Celebration.
The Vocal Jazz concert
will feature Vocal Jazz II and
Vocal Jazz I, who will be singing and swinging.
Vocal Jazz I will also be previewing the set that will be performed the following week at
the American Choral Directors
Association Regional Conference that will be taking place in
Portland, Oregon.
Vocal Jazz I is the premiere
jazz vocal ensemble at CWU
and consists of 13 to 16 singers, a rhythm section and a
sound technician.
Students
are
selected
through a rigorous audition
process. They are judged on
their technical skills, musicality, sight reading, stylistic
diversity, jazz sophistication,
performance abilities and
their ability to improvise.
“Vocal Jazz I has a strong
tradition of exceptional performances and emphasis on
music education and many of
the alums of Vocal Jazz I hold
top teaching positions in the region,” Victoria Busby, a graduate student at CWU, said.
In the past, Vocal Jazz I
has performed at prestigious
conventions like the International Association of Jazz
Educators in 2002 in Long
Beach, California and in 2007
in New York City.
In 2013, Vocal Jazz I performed at Jazz Education Network National Conference in
Atlanta, Georgia, American
Choral Directors Association

in Boise, Idaho in 2004 and the
2011 National American Choral Directors Association conference in Chicago, Illinois.
In 2003, Vocal Jazz I
performed at Music Educators National Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee as well
as in Bellevue, Washington in
2005, the Northwest conference in Spokane, Washington
in 2009.
Vocal Jazz I continues to
gain accolades as one of the
finest jazz vocal ensembles in
the country. Recent performances have included sharing
the stage with guest artists like
Nancy King, Bobby McFerrin,
Gary Hobbs, Carol Welsman,
Don Shelton, and Dave Pietro.
“I believe that this is why
CWU is known for their reputable music program,” Henry
Sparks said, who is a senior
studying music education.
“Not only because of the students that have come out of
the music department but also
because of the experiences.”
Vocal Jazz II is typically directed by a graduate teaching
assistant and focuses on building musicianship and repertoire through improvisation,
ensemble skills, stylistically
authentic performance practices, and jazz concepts.
Repertoire focuses on custom arrangements by students,
alumni and other northwest
jazz luminaries. Students often gain experience and skills
in Vocal Jazz II necessary to
compete for spots in Vocal
Jazz I, creating a program for
the premiere ensemble.
“Jazz concerts are much
different than a lot of our
other music concerts,” Busby

Concert
When: March 4
Where: McIntyre
Music Building
Concert Hall
Time: 4 - 6 p.m.
Cost: General
admission $12 &
students with ID
$7
Tickets: purchased
at the door or
tickets.vendini.com
said. “It is a great experience
to see students performing a
different style of music, oneon-a-mic, and we have some
wonderful soloists.”
This Vocal Jazz Celebration happens every quarter,
and according to Busby, it is
the quarterly jazz concert for
the vocal groups.
Most quarters, there are
two concerts in the same day
and mixed bands and vocal
groups but because of scheduling this quarter, the vocal
and band groups are on different concerts.
“It is going to be a great
show therefore you don’t want
to miss it,” Spencer Manning,
a junior studying music, said.

Dear student,
Define “long time” and,
while we’re at it, define “sex.”
The short answer is no, going
a while in between partners
really won’t have much of a
negative impact on you. Nothing happens to your vagina or
penis when it hasn’t been used
with a partner for extended
periods of time.
If you haven’t had much romantic or sexual contact in general for a while, you might just
simply feel out of practice in
terms of communicating wants
and needs to your partner, as
well as asking your partner
about their likes and dislikes.
So, keep that in mind and give
yourself grace to perhaps feel a
little rusty and take things slow.
Sometimes we think our lack
of sexual activity constitutes a
“drought,” so I thought I’d toss
out some data from the 2015
NCHA survey with CWU students to give some perspective.
Of those CWU students who
participated in the survey, almost half reported to have had
oral sex in the previous 30 days
(while almost 30 percent reported to have never had oral
sex); 54 percent reported having vaginal sex in the previous
30 days (while 27 percent reported to have never had vaginal sex); and less than 10 percent reported to have anal sex
in the previous 30 days (while
just over 70 percent reported to
have never had anal sex).
About half of men and
women in the survey reported
to have had one sexual partner
in the previous 12 months, and
about one quarter of students
reported having zero partners
in the last year.
We have a tendency to
overestimate how much sex
our peers are having, so
sometimes it’s good to check
in with the data to see that
not everyone is having sex
and certainly not everyone is
having sex all the time.
Good luck!

How long should I wait before
replying to a text?
Dear student,
Why, I’m flattered… asking an
old person about text etiquette!
First, I threw this question into a
Google search because I was curious what the commonly held perception is (knowing I would likely
disagree). Much to my dismay –
though not surprise – most advice
is heavily gendered, giving the impression that all the ladies are just
waiting by their phone to get that
long-awaited text only to game out
a plan to make it appear they’re
too busy to respond. I’m going
to assume this is in the context of
new-to-you-text-relationship-withhopes-of-an-actual-relationship.
I’m a firm believer in direct
communication, so if this is a situation where the text is a method
to feel someone out for whether
there is romantic or sexual interest, I’d say return the text within a
couple of hours.
We all know everyone is on
their phone all day anyway, so
waiting any longer only shows
you’re actively prolonging the
response… or worse, that you’re
holding focus groups to field test
your text response with your
friends. I never understood having conversations exclusively by
text, but I get that’s what many
people do nowadays.
So, another way of thinking
about this is to gauge their response time. If you immediately
send four rapid-fire texts back to
their one weekly text, something
is out of whack and no amount
of text strategy is going to change
things. Attempting to guess how
your response time is perceived is,
in my opinion, a waste of time.
If someone is into you, then a
quick turnaround time isn’t going
to change that. If someone isn’t interested in you, the “Oh my god,
I’ve just been so busy” response
three days later isn’t going to get
them interested. People don’t want
to seem “too eager” or “too available,” but there’s a big difference
between a quick response saying
you are free that night to hang and
a last-minute dropping of your
plans to make a take-out delivery
(on your dime) in response to a request to do so via text.
Good luck!

Dr. Jill Hoxmeier is a public health professor
at CWU. Send anonymous public health and
sex-related questions to askdrh@cwuobserver.com and have them answered here.
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Black Panther lives up to the hype
By Henry Crumblish
Staff Reporter

The hype surrounding “Black
Panther” is real.
For weeks, the internet has
been ablaze with talk of the
latest installment in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, gushing
over the cast and the characters.
According to Forbes.com,
“Black Panther” has topped
$700 million worldwide within two weeks at the box oﬃce.
This feat puts “Black Panther”
alongside few other ﬁlms that
have generated so much revenue so quickly.
The film centers around
T’Challa, the heir to the fictional kingdom of Wakanda,
a technologically advanced
African empire hidden from
the outside world.
T’Challa, played by Chadwick Boseman, struggles with
his transition to power as king
while dealing with the loss of
his father, T’Chaka.
Throughout
the
ﬁlm,
T’Challa attempts to right the
wrongs of his father while dealing with a challenger from the
outside who stands as one of
his father’s greatest mistakes.
The popularity of the film
shows how tastes are changing
in America. The film is objectively beautiful while being
unapologetically African.

OBSERVER REVIEW
The hero is black, the cast
is black and the director, Ryan
Coogler, is black. “Black Panther” stands as a milestone for
the world of cinema because
of the amount of positive representation given to African
Americans.
The cast of the ﬁlm is also
packed with acting talent including Angela Bassett, Lupita
Nyong’o, Forest Whitaker, and
Daniel Kaluuya.
The white characters in the
ﬁlm are used simply as plot
devices to advance the stories
with far more complex and nuanced black characters.
The soundtrack to the ﬁlm,
spearheaded by Kendrick Lamar, is masterful. The songs are
placed perfectly and each song
delivers vibrant energy to the
scene where it’s played.
Michael B. Jordan’s character, Erik Killmonger, is one of
the most refreshing and relatable
villains in any superhero movie.
Killmonger is used to make social commentary on modern day
events like police brutality and
institutionalized racism.
One of the most memorable
lines from the ﬁlm, which I’m
sure will be quoted for years to
come, is “Bury me in the ocean
with my ancestors [who] jumped
from the ships because they knew

Courtesy of ﬂicker.com

“Black Panther” is the latest installment of the Marvel ﬁlms that has topped the box oﬃce with $700 million worldwide.

death was better than bondage.”
Throughout the ﬁlm, characters struggle with whether to use
their advanced technology to help
black people suﬀering around the
world at the risk of exposing their
society to the world.
“Black Panther” is an amazing movie and is the best movie of the year thus far. The

BE A

LIFE CHANGER

acting, cinematography and
the script all combine perfectly to deliver an original and
exciting new mythos.
The ﬁlm is thought-provoking
and meaningful for adults while
still being light-hearted and fun
for children. In addition, the movie is a concise and eﬃcient tie-in
for Marvel’s next big title this year,

“Avengers: Inﬁnity War.”
Before “Black Panther”
I hadn’t watched a Marvel
movie in theaters since “Captain America.” Now, I can’t
wait for a sequel and I am
even looking forward to the
“Avengers: Infinity War.”
“Black Panther” is a work of
art that must be watched.




BE A

MENTOR
LIFE CHANGERS NEEDED!

“I know the value of having positive role models in my life. I have always leaned on
mentors — in my personal and professional work — to help me succeed in life.
Through my own research, and now involvement as a mentor myself, having a mentor
in a young person’s life can drastically shift a child’s world from negative to positive.
I mentor a young boy that’s 9 years of age and we meet on a weekly basis. This
relationship has proved very helpful for both of us. While at ﬁrst we were a bit hesitate
on our communication and the ‘what to do’ when we spent time together — that
changes pretty fast. Whether it’s going downtown to paint, going to a local park, or
going to the college to look at exhibits, the time we spend together is highly valuable
for both of us. I have seen our small community beneﬁt in great ways by having a
mentor program. I have watched the program grow and young peoples lives change
because of this program.”
— Proud Mentor
Volunteer

Complete your

Today! 509.962.2737

www.YouthServicesKC.org

crystal-church@youthserviceskc.org

MENTOR PROGRAM



at Washington Technology University

We are a local 501 c3 non-proﬁt supported by community donations, advertising
paid for by Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Nirvana Inn
& Grill
BUY 1, GET 1
HALF OFF
on any Lunch or Dinner Entree!
(Must be of equal or lesser value)
Must present this upon for redemption.
Not valid with any other offers.
On
Only one coupon per visit.



+  
    
        
    
 

Expires 3/31/18

Buy 2 Entrées
GET 3RD ENTRÉE



FREE
with beverage




@

3rd entrée must be of equal or lesser value.
1720 S. Canyon Road
Ellensburg, WA 98926
In front of Comfort Inn

https://nirvanainngrill.com/
Expires 3/31/18
www.tastyindia.us
(509) 968-5040
Only one coupon per visit.

Please present coupon at time
of visit. Not valid with any
other offers. Only one coupon
per visit. Expires 6/15/18
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Athletics
Review
MBB @ SMU

68-75 (10-10)
The Wildcats fell to Saint
Martin’s University Saturday
Feb. 24 68-75 in Lacey. The men
will rematch SMU in the first
round of the GNAC playoffs.

WBB v. Anchorage

72-84 (11-9)
CWU Women’s Basketball
lost to GNAC-leading Alaska
Anchorage Feb. 24 in Ellensburg. The Wildcats will face
MSUB in the first round of the
GNAC playoffs.

M. Rugby @ Idaho

118-0 (13-3)
Men’s rugby toppled the University of Idaho in Ellensburg
Feb. 24. The Wildcats will take
the pitch against UW March 3.

Baseball @ Corban

2-2 (5-5)
CWU baseball continued
preseason coming away with a
split 2-2 record. The first time
the Wildcats will be home is
March 10 versus Concordia.

Softball in Hawai’i

3-2 (6-4)
CWU faced Hawai’i Hilo,
Hawai’i Pacific and Chaminade
in Hawai’i Feb. 16-18 coming
away with a 3-2 record. The
final game against Chaminade
which was cancelled.

cwuobser ver.com
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Warm winter proves beneficial
By Clayton Huber
Staff Reporter

This time last year, Ellensburg
was covered in snow and most
days were below freezing. With
the weather being significantly
better this year, the CWU baseball and softball teams are taking
advantage of being able to practice their preseason outside.

Softball

Mike Larabee, head coach of
CWU Softball, has said that being able to practice outside has
given the team an opportunity
to work more on their cuts, getting more ground balls on the
dirt and fly ball communication.
Softball, in addition to track,
rugby and baseball, use the field
house inside Nicholson Pavilion for
practices when the weather is bad.
The field house has batting cages
and a bright red rubber floor, but is
smaller than an outdoor field.
“We have had great success
the last two years coming out
of the field house without being
outside. We can get a lot of work
done in the field house to prepare
us for success,” Larabee said.
CWU Softball has won the
GNAC Conference the last three
years despite the harsh winters,
and this year they were named
as one of the top contenders for
their fourth GNAC title.
They are currently 6-4 in preseason and have won three of

Yessy Gonzalez/The Observer

The warm weather has given them the opportunity to practice outside, even braving the weather in t-shirts.

their last four games. Softball
played tournaments in Las Vegas
and Hawai’i to start their season.
“[We] only made two errors
in the last four games so we are
making great strides in that area,”
Larabee said. “After the first two
tournaments, the starting lineup is
shaping up quite well.”
CWU Softball conference play
starts March 10 with their first
home game of the year against
Montana State University Billings.
“[Our] team and coaching
staff are looking forward to the
start of our GNAC season on
March 10,” Larabee said. “It is
going to be very competitive in

conference play this year which
makes it even more exciting.”

Baseball

CWU Baseball often has to
practice inside also, as their field
is dirt and can’t withhold a lot
of snow and rain. However,
with the recent nice weather, the
Wildcats have been able to practice outside for the entire winter.
“We like to take advantage of
the sun [to work] on fly balls;
how to properly shade our eyes
and not let the sun beat us,”
head coach Desi Storey said.
When CWU does have to retreat to the field house, it is difficult

to prepare for games because the
field house is significantly smaller
in size than the actual field.
“The most beneficial thing
about being outside for pitchers
is being able to long toss. When
we’re inside we only have about
120 feet to throw so when we’re
outside we’re able to do that,” senior pitcher Mackenzie Gaul said.
Last season Gaul was GNAC
Pitcher of the Year and had to
tough out the snow for most of
the season.
“I am really excited to play at
home and hopefully have some
beautiful Ellensburg weather
[next] weekend,” Gaul said.

Wildcat women’s bench steps up

By Simo Rul

cepting of [the bench players].
This team just wants to win and
Staff Reporter
I think the key of success on any
team is that kids have to buy into
The CWU Women’s Baskettheir role and buy into how they
ball bench has helped the team
can make an impact to help your
improve on their conference and
team win,” head coach Randi
home win totals from last season.
Richardson-Thornley said.
The Wildcats’ bench, which
Richardson-Thornley addconsists of players who do not
ed
that the bench has a lot of
start the game, have scored 578
depth
and each night it could
points in the regular season,
be someone else that is making
and average about 21 points a
a significant impact. This is a
game. The Wildcats have had
good thing for the Wildcats to
12 different players come off the
have because opponents don’t
bench this season.
know which Wildcat to prepare
There have been only three
for coming off the bench.
players to start every game this
The Wildcats have had
season: seniors Jasmin Edwards
something
this season that they
and Taylor Baird, and junior
have not had in the past few seaSadie Mensing.
sons: consistent scoring, accordSenior guard Beverly Verduing to Richardson-Thornley.
in said that it is significant for
This season, the Wildcats
the bench to bring the energy
finished 11-9 in the GNAC
Jack Lambert /The Observer
every game.
and 15-13 overall, clinching a
“It’s important for [bench The Wildcat women’s basketball team listens as head coach Randi Richardson-Thornely gives instructions during a timeout.
players] to come in and give it ed that her mindset is the same make an impact once they enter six,” Baird said. “If one person postseason spot in the GNAC
Tournament.
their all and keep the energy on whether she is starting or com- the game.
is having a letdown of a game, Championship
The Wildthe court going,” Verduin said.
ing off the
“We’re playing for each oth- it’s
pivotal
cats
will
“Especially
bench. When er at this point and when one that we have
face
fourth
now
that
she steps on person is doing good, it just fuels s o m e b o d y
If one person is having a let- seed Monwe
have
court, our fire for everyone to do well,” else that can
We’re playing for each other the
a smaller
down of a game, it’s pivotal tana State
step in.”
at this point and when one she wants to Baird said.
bench bemake plays
Having players that come in,
The Wildthat we have somebody else University
person
is
doing
good,
it
just
Billings in
cause peoand get the score and make an impact right cat
women
that can step in.
the
first
fuels
our
fire.
ple
have
energy going. away is something that teams have accepted
round
of
been hurt.”
B a i r d need, especially around postsea- roles off the
the
GNAC
-Taylor
Baird,
Senior
Forward
Verduin
said
that son time.
bench and this
-Taylor Baird, Senior Forward
tournahas played
when the en“If one person is having a bad has had a posment on
in all 27
tire team is playing well and on game, we need somebody else to itive impact in their performance
March 1. The tournament runs
games this season and has come the same page, it motivates both step up and have a good game in this season.
off the bench 14 times. She add- the starters and the bench to order to beat any team in the top
“This team has been very ac- from March 1 to March 3.

“

”

“

”
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Wildcat rugby welcomes Huskies
By Hanson Lee

CWU v. UW

Senior Sports Reporter
Coming oﬀ a 118-0 shutout
win over the University of Idaho Feb. 24, the Wildcats are
boasting a 13-3 winter record
and are looking to continue
their success as they prepare for
a rematch against the University
of Washington (UW) on Saturday, March 3.
The Wildcats beat the Huskies
on the road 77-0 Feb. 3. As the
Wildcats prepare for a rematch
over the weekend, the team is
looking forward to hosting the
Huskies on their home pitch.
In hopes that the Wildcats
are able to repeat the win, they
had the last time they played
the Huskies, head coach Todd
Thornley made his expectations
clear and simple.
“It’s all about performance,”
Thornley said. “As long as we
[are] direct in our attack, then
good things should happen.”
Mindset is also a key focus for
the Wildcats as they prepare to
welcome the Huskies to Ellensburg. Thornley emphasized that
at this point in the season, the
team needs to play every game
like they’re playing the best in
the country.
“Our mantra is ‘every day
is game day,’” Thornley said.
“Nothing matters apart from
the present.”
Thornley also expressed that

When: Saturday, March 3
Where: CWU Rugby pitch
Last time: 77-0 (CWU)

the team has made solid improvements over the course of
the season and has been able to
come together quite formidably
down the stretch.
Junior center Cole Zarcone has
implemented himself as a key
player on the pitch for the Wildcats this season. In the team’s previous game against UW, Zarcone
managed to net himself a hat trick
in what was both an oﬀensive and
defensive showcase.
Zarcone said that even though
he’s only been playing rugby for a
couple of years, he’s tried hard to
push himself into a leadership role
this season and lead by example.
Despite running over UW the
last time around, Zarcone made
it evident that this rematch with
the Huskies matters just as much
as any other game that they’ve
had on the pitch thus far.
“If we play within our structure and give it our all, we’ll have
the same outcome,” Zarcone
said. “All of our preparation
leading up to [the match] will
determine how well we play.”
Although the Wildcats are an
easy favorite on paper against the
Huskies, Zarcone stressed that it’s

Jack Lambert/The Observer

CWU men’s rugby huddles together for a cheer during a practice in the ﬁeld house.

critical for the team to maintain
a highly competitive mindset. He
added that the team needs to do
everything they can to win day in
and day out, with total disregard
to who they’re facing.
“Our preparation during the
week needs to be like it’s a big
game every week,” Zarcone said.
“When it comes to the big games,
we need to be ready regardless.”
Sophomore loose forward

Hoop there it is
By Miles King
Staff Reporter

The sixth annual 3 on 3 basketball tournament took place on Saturday, Feb. 24 in
the CWU Recreation Center. Unlike previous years, the tournament is no longer
associated with Hoops for Hospice.
According to Andre Dickerson, director
of the Center for Leadership and Community Engagement, there were plans for
another Hoops for Hospice event this year,
but those plans ultimately fell through.
“The hospice organization (Hospice
Friends) decided to move in a diﬀerent
direction with their fundraising eﬀorts,”
Dickerson said.
The tournament was originally created from a grant through the NCAA’s
CHOICES grant, according to Doug Fulp,
the assistant director of wellness at CWU.
The late-night carnival in the spring is another event created from the grant.
“One of the components of that [the
grant] was to create late-night programming
opportunities for students that do not involve
alcohol or other substances,” Fulp said.
The number of players has increased
every year, and the organizers were expecting about 100 this year, according to Fulp.
Teams consist mostly of students, but a
handful of staﬀ members play as well.
The tournament had about 100 participants as expected by organizers. According to Fulp, more spectators attended this
year than any tournament before.
“A lot of [the teams] are actually teams that
are playing basketball in the gym on a Saturday anyway, and they decide to sign up and
stay with us for the evening,” Fulp added.
The ﬁrst 100 people to sign up received

a free drawstring bag with the tournament logo, which was designed by Wellness Center employee Meghan Johnson.
At the event, pizza was provided by
Pizza Colin for both the players and any
spectators in attendance. T-shirts and water bottles were awarded to teams, along
with other prizes, according to Jordan
Bishop.
“The top two teams get gift cards to the
Wildcat Shop. First place teams will get $20
each and second place is $10 each,” Fulp
said. The Recreation Center also included
socks for the second place teams, Fulp said.
The tournament was split into three divisions: co-ed, recreation and competitive.
The competitive division is for players who
want to be the best, and the recreation and
co-ed divisions are geared toward players
wanting to have fun with friends.
“Co-ed is kind of our more inclusive
category... just kind of another way to get
everyone in there,” Bishop said.
In the ﬁrst few tournaments, the number
of teams signed up in the recreation division
far outnumbered the amount in the other divisions. However, last year the teams in each
division were more evenly distributed.
“I think we have a few more students
who are taking basketball pretty seriously
in the Rec Center,” Fulp said. “There are
some bragging rights that go along with
playing in the gym.”
Every team was guaranteed four
games., with three of those in a
round-robin format followed by one
round of elimination bracket play.
The Wellness Center and the Recreation Center are looking into the possibility of another 3 on 3 tournament during
the spring quarter, according to Fulp.

Alex Mackenzie is in his second
year with the team and has been
able to maintain a steady level
of success on the pitch as well.
Mackenzie also was able to contribute the last time the Wildcats
faced the Huskies, scoring once.
He said that coming from
high school, the pace of rugby is
a lot faster at the collegiate level
and so he’s made it his responsibility to lead and help teach the

younger guys.
Mackenzie added that in order for the team to perform at
a high level, they need to stick
to the game plan and continue
on with what they’ve been doing
well all season.
“It doesn’t matter who we’re
playing, it’s about our structure,” Mackenzie said. “We’re
gonna play UW like we’re playing the best team in the nation.”
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Visit us:
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Sugar Thai Cuisine
The Best of Thai Food

10% Off Any Purchase Sugar Thai Cuisine
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306 N Pine St, Ellensburg, WA 98926
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Wildcats fall to
Alaska Anchorage
By Hanson Lee

Senior Sports Reporter
Senior Night at Nicholson Pavilion
ended in a tough loss for the Wildcats
Saturday night as they fell to Alaska Anchorage (UAA) 84-72.
The Wildcats spent their pregame festivities honoring the seniors Qua’shaya Hammon, Beverly Verduin, Rachel Lorentson,
Taylor Baird and Jasmin Edwards.
The Wildcats got out to a fast-paced start in
the first quarter, leading the Seawolves 23-14.
Head coach Randi Richardson-Thornley said that the Wildcats did a great job
of showing up and being the aggressor,
but had trouble sustaining that aggression
for the whole game.
“We played not to mess up and lose
the lead instead of playing to make plays
and putting the game away,” Richardson-Thornley said.
The Wildcats led until the third quarter when the Seawolves got into a rhythm
and gained what would be the final lead
change of the night.
“Offensively, we were missing a bit of
our flow,” Richardson-Thornley said.
“We didn’t want their pressure and fast
pace to dictate us… we wanted to attack
their pressure with some pressure.”
Junior guard Sadie Mensing scored a
team-leading 20 points to go along with
six rebounds. Mensing said that the team
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did a great job of being confident and
sharing the ball early on in the game, and
that they just need to work on maintaining that high level of play for 40 minutes.
“We need to work on our consistency,”
Mensing said. “We need to communicate more.”
Offensively, the Wildcats shot 42.6 percent from the field while defensively allowing the Seawolves to shoot over 50 percent.
Senior forward Taylor Baird earned her
last double-double at Nicholson Pavilion,
tallying 13 points and 10 rebounds. Baird
credited the team’s effort and said that in
the end, everybody gave it their all.
“We gave ourselves a chance to get the
win,” Baird said. “It’s hard when you make
little mistakes.”
Despite the loss, the Wildcats were able
to put up a strong showing against the Seawolves. UAA is currently sitting atop the
GNAC with a conference record of 18-2
and an overall record of 25-3.
With the regular season coming to a
close, the Wildcats have already clinched
a spot in the playoffs, so it’s very possible
that the Wildcats and Seawolves could meet
again later on in the GNAC tournament.
“We could make adjustments on not
allowing easy post touches,” Richardson-Thornley said. “[And working on]
sustaining that aggressive mentality for 40
minutes on the offensive end.”

START PUSHING YOURSELF.
START CHALLENGING YOURSELF.
START BUILDING CONFIDENCE.
START RAISING THE BAR.
START DEVELOPING SKILLS.
START TAKING ON CHALLENGES.
START MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
START EARNING RESPECT.
START STRONG.

Join CWU's Wildcat Battalion Army ROTC! Call (509) 963-3518 or
e-mail armyrotc@cwu.edu. Stop by Lind Hall, Room 220 for more
information. To get started, visit goarmy.com/rotc/ku94
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